To: mayorandcouncil@victoria.ca
Dear Mayor Helps and Councillors,
Once again I am writing to express my concern about the proposed development at 1201
Fort St.
When I walk through the property as people have done since the Centre for Truth was
there, I feel a sense of sadness and incredulity that what is there is not seen by City
Hall. On my left the 2nd largest Garry Oak, to be fallen in this new proposal. On my
right a Deodar cedar, Scotts Pine, and Douglas Fir all coming down.
Without taking a step, to my left six Garry Oaks, now certainly threatened by the smaller
setback, yet this is not noticed by the Oct. 10/17 arborist’s report. Moving forward, the
English Oak on my left, standing very strong and wide, to be felled. And on my right, a
fine Copper Beech big enough to be protected in Saanich but not here. A few more steps
and I come to the two Giant Sequoias, standing over six stories tall. A 1954 Colonist
article states they were planted from seed in the 1860’s as were the two at the AGGV and
at the entrance to Government House. When I look back there are trees that border the
western edge of the property, their critical roots at risk from construction of the driveway
to an underground parking lot. One a Big Leaf Maple and the other an English
Oak. Along that edge is the last of the nine Garry Oaks, mentioned by the arborist for
it’s critical root system at risk. What is it that needs to be said to preserve this place?
I have only walked in from Fort St. a few feet but here is where a giant building is
proposed where 55% of the population of Victoria cannot afford to live. They will live
somewhere else, if the deal can be made. Should all renters live in one area and owners
in another? If rent is unaffordable there, should they get out of town? Or like a young
Vancouver couple I recently met, should they rent out their rental for AirB&B once a
month and visit parents in another place?
A sensitive developer would look at the forest and think, how can I create something as
beautiful here, how can I save these trees? Mayors and councillors in cities all over the
world from Oslo to Dublin, Ohio care about things like beauty, happiness of citizens,
stability of neighbourhoods, climate impacts, global warming, cooling the air,
sequestering carbon, saving energy in nearby buildings during storms and summer heart
waves, cleaning the air and water that forests provide. You may have met some of these
people in your recent conferences. Or you may have heard of the LiDar technology from
UBC used in Vancouver to map the tree canopy. One co-op student for one year could
map the whole city of Victoria. Can you wait? Can you put your minds to making every
tree count? Because every one does. Replacement trees you say, that’s the answer. No, a
4 cm d.b.h. tree of 1.5 meter height grown in 2 ft. of soil, inside a container, on top of a
parking lot cannot replace what will be lost.
For every tree that is cut at 1201 Fort St. four cars will be the replacement.
We have only walked part of the way into this property. Pentrelew was once the name
for "a house on a hill sloping two ways”. Here trees were not cut. Instead the canopy was
increased creating the urban forest that we know today. B.C. and Victoria’s history was
made by the people who lived here, for better or for worse.
What will be your legacy?
Nancy Macgregor

